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EXPLORATION OF EXCELLENT GENE RESOURCES IN
SOYBEAN AND THEIR GENOMIC STUDIES

Feng Feng

Yang Xinquan

( Department of Life Sciences, NSFC, Beijing 100085)

Abstract Soybean is an important crop for food and oil. It is essential to economic development in China. However,

Soybean production in China is confronted with the backward production, serious shortage of supply and impact from the

large import of transgenic soybean. Soybean originated in China. There are more than 30,000 soybean accession collected

and stored in our country. These germplasms bring with some valuable genes. Therefore, it is necessary to carry out the

studies on gene exploration, genome sequencing and analysis, gene tagging, mapping and cloning, construction of ¢cDNA

and genome library, and identification of gene function in soybean. In 2003, NSFC set up a major project titled “Explo-

ration of excellent gene resources in soybean and their genomic studies” . This program will promote soybean molecular bi-

ological study, improve its molecular breeding level, and establish a theoretical hasis for soybean genetic improvement.
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